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management, he recommends hydrotherapy as the most efficient 
single agent in its treatment .—Progrls mid., No 47, 1882. 


The Stimulating Properties of Oats.—M. A. Sansom has 
isolated an active principle from the pericarp of oats, which he has 
found to stimulate the neuro-muscular excitability of horses. He 
calls the substance avenine . It belongs to the group of alkaloids. 
It exists in varying amounts in the different kinds of oats. The 
experiments of M. Sansom, in a measure, bear out the statement 
that there are medicinal properties in tincture of avena sativa.— 
L'union medical, Jan. 6, 1883. 


Cauterization of the Clitoris in the Treatment of 
Hysteria. —Dr. N. Friedreich believes, with Baker Brown, that 
many cases of hysteria are caused by masturbation. Further, he 
is of opinion that in neuropathic females an over-sensitiveness of 
the sexual organs may exist, which acts upon the spinal and cere¬ 
bral centres, causing hysterical symptoms, without there being 
actual, voluntary masturbation. He treats these cases by cauter¬ 
izing the clitoris. The operation is most painful, but the results 
are so remarkable and agreeable that the patients, says Dr. F., 
never object to a repetition. Eight cases are reported, and all 
were ultimately cured. In two cases there were relapses, and the 
cauterization was repeated. In three other cases the cauteriza¬ 
tion had to be repeated. The disease was in all instances very 
marked, there being paralyses, general convulsions, hystero- 
epilepsy, etc.— Virchow's Archiv , Bd. xc, p. 220. 


Recent Cases of Nerve-stretching for Sciatica. —Dr. 
J. G. Carpenter, of Stanford, Ky., reports the case of a man, aged 
fifty-seven, with inherited rheumatic diathesis. He had had rheu¬ 
matism since 1852, and sciatica in the right limb every winter 
since 1875. All forms of local and general treatment having 
failed, the nerve was stretched March 14, 1882. The neurilemma 
was found to be thickened, congested, and attached strongly to 
surrounding tissues. The nerve was pulled upon until it was 
about two inches longer than at first. The wound healed well, 
but there was paresis of the bladder for a few days. The ex¬ 
tensor proprius pollicis, extensor longus digitorum, tibialis anticus, 
and peroneal muscles were completely paralyzed by the nerve¬ 
stretching, and they did not all regain power until the following 
September. The patient was “ hysterical and neurasthenic ” for 
two months after the operation, but the relief of pain was im¬ 
mediate and complete.— St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Jan. 1883. 

Dr. Macleod has published a case of obstinate sciatica which 
had resisted all ordinary remedies, including blisters and the 
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actual cautery, acupuncture, galvanism, etc., which was cured by 
stretching the sciatic nerve. There was some loss of power in the 
leg, which was at first considerable, but on the whole the improve¬ 
ment was great, as there was no return of the pain.— Glasgow 
Med. Journal , Nov., 1882. 

Dr. C. A. Wheaton reports the case of a farmer who had suffered 
for six months from a most severe sciatica, that had been unsuc¬ 
cessfully submitted to almost every variety of treatment. The 
lower half of the thigh and leg was much atrophied, and his 
general condition was bad. It was decided to perform the oper¬ 
ation of nerve-stretching, which has succeeded so finely in many 
cases. The operation was performed in the usual manner; the 
nerve was found swollen, injected, and much less dense than nor¬ 
mal ; the stretching was made with a good deal of force, but no 
“ sensation as of something giving way ” was felt. The patient 
rallied well from the anaesthesia, but in two hours after the opera¬ 
tion was suffering as much pain as before. He suffered constantly 
for about thirteen hours, when he became suddenly unconscious 
and died without a struggle.— Trans. Minn. State Med. Assoc., 1882. 

Isenschmidt reports a very successful case of nerve-stretching 
for sciatica of two years’ standing. The patient was an old man. 
The operation was performed in Nussbaum’s clinic and by Nuss- 
baum himself.—■ Deutsche Mediz.-Zeitung , Jan. 26, 1883. 


Gelseminum in Tetanus. —Dr. John B. Read reports the 
case of a strong, healthy mulatto woman, twenty years of age, 
who was suffering from tetanus, due to a bit of glass embedded in 
the heel. The fluid extract of gelseminum was given in twenty- 
minim doses every two hours, alternating with the same quantity 
of liquor potassae. On the second day there was some improvement. 
Convulsions returning, however, the dose was increased to forty 
minims. Improvement was continuous, and complete cure re¬ 
sulted. No toxic symptoms developed.— Brit . Med. Journal , 
Dec. 23, 1882. 


Chloral in Tetanus. —Nicaisne reports the case of a man, 
aged thirty-seven, suffering from tetanus. From Sept. 25th to 
Oct. 3d he received between four and six grammes of chloral 
daily. The patient got well. Nicaisne thinks that treatment 
should begin with small doses of chloral, gradually increasing until 
toxic symptoms appear.— Progres mtd., 1882, No. 41. 


The Treatment of Tabes Dorsalis. —In a paper read before 
the Society of German Naturalists and Physicians, and subse¬ 
quently published in the Berliner klin. Wochenschrift, Eulen- 
berg discusses the subject of the treatment of tabes dorsalis. He 
believes that the disease is sometimes practically cured. Among 



